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know right where their spot is.”
There are plenty of regu-

lars – affectionately called the 
“blueberry mafia” by Houde 
and other volunteers – who go 
to the town-owned blueberry 
patch at the end of Fieldstone 
Drive, which is open to Dennis 
residents only.

The patch opens in the sum-
mer when the berries are ready 
and closes when they are all 
gone – only about a month in 
all. It is open for two or three 
hours, four days a week. About 
12 volunteers man a booth 
near the patch’s entrance 
where they greet customers, 
check visitors’ residency using 
proof such as utility bills or 
town taxes, measure harvests 
and collect money.

It could be the price that’s 
developed such a following 
at Cross Patch – so named 
because it was donated to the 
town by the Cross family. At $2 
per quart, with a limit of four 
quarts per household, the Den-
nis berries are what one happy 
customer called “the best deal 
in America” as he made off 
with a few pails.

Or maybe it’s that wild-
blueberry taste, which pickers 
described as more tart than 
store-bought berries.

“I love the fresh blueberries 
picked right from the bush,” 
said Diane Robinson, who 
summers in South Dennis and 
hails from Simsbury, Conn., 
and has been coming to the 
patch for about 10 years.

Robinson stored her trea-
sures in a container fashioned 
from a soda bottle with the 
top cut off and a piece of rope 
looped around her neck.

She uses the berries straight 
away in her low-fat bran muf-
fins and other healthful snacks 
such as berries dipped in 
yogurt then frozen.

Brian Rixham, of East Den-

nis, a 14-year patch patron, 
takes the berries home to his 
wife, who bakes them into muf-
fins to take on visits to their 
children scattered in different 
parts of New England.

John and Kathleen Pedroli, 
of St. Helena Island, S.C., 
have been picking blueberries 
at Cross Patch each summer 
since they began vacation-
ing at their family’s summer 
house in South Dennis more 
than 30 years ago. On Wednes-
day morning, they were there 
with two daughters and three 
grandchildren.

“They’re going in muffins, so 
tart is good,” called out Kath-
leen Pedroli to family hidden in 
the greenery surrounding her. 
John Pedroli looked forward 
to enjoying the berries raw 
on his cereal, and baked into 
pancakes and pie if he and his 
family could collect enough.

Lead patch volunteer Rich-
ard Halvorsen stationed him-
self among bushes across the 

patch from the others. At his 
spot, many of the berries were 
small and greenish-purple in 
color, a sign they’re not quite 
ready for eating.

“They’re not ripe, but I can 
come back two hours from now 
and they might be,” said Hal-
vorsen, a 14-year Dennis resi-
dent. “I’ve seen them literally 
ripening in front of my eyes.”

Halvorsen, who calls him-
self an amateur horticulturist, 
used to have a business selling 
plants he propagated in his 
home yard. 

Now, at 76, he manages the 
town patch instead.

Cross Patch looked “like a 
jungle” to Halvorsen when he 
and other volunteers with the 
Senior Environmental Corps, a 
former division of AmeriCorps 
of Cape Cod, overseen by the 
town’s Department of Natural 
Resources, restored it back to 

health in 2003 after it had been 
largely untended for years.

With the help of Stephen 
Spear, owner of Hokum Rock 
Blueberry Farm in East Dennis, 
volunteers nursed the patch 
back to health by eliminating 
old, unproductive bushes, rid-
ding the plot of greenbrier and 
bittersweet vines and fertiliz-
ing the remaining bushes. 

About 1,000 blueberry 
bushes thrive on the property 
today, some of which have 
been there for as long as 60 or 
70 years, Halvorsen said. With 
help from the Cape Cod Sal-
ties Sportfishing Club, 250 new 
bushes were planted on the 
grounds earlier this year. On a 
good day, Halvorsen said, pick-
ers can take away more than 
100 quarts from the grounds.

“It’s nice to see the people 
who come to pick and to see 
them enjoying it,” he said.
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Blueberry patch volunteers Joe Cormier, left, and Richard Houde measure out a picker’s take on 
Wednesday morning. See a photo gallery from the blueberry patch at www.capecodonline.com/media.

RICHARD HALVORSEN
lead patch volunteer

Nantucket to Maui, where 
Kanaan lives. 

“Kanaan suffers from para-
paresis, a condition that was 
brought on by severe spinal 
injuries suffered in a vehicle 
accident in 2000” leaving him  
unable to walk, Kanaan’s attor-
neys, Richard Holcomb and 
Brian Brazier of Honolulu-
based Holcomb Law LLLC, 
wrote in the 18-page com-
plaint.

The complaint alleges that 
Kanaan called Delta “several 
weeks in advance of his flight” 
to inform the airline of his dis-
ability and ensure the provi-
sion of a wheelchair for the 
airplane’s aisle and lift access 
to board and exit the plane 
“because he cannot walk.”

Despite this, upon arriving at 
Nantucket Airport, Kanaan was 
allegedly informed that Delta 
did not have an aisle chair or 
a lift, so he was forced to crawl 
out of the airplane and across 
the tarmac to his personal 
wheelchair.

“They basically watched me 
crawl,” said Kanaan during a 
phone interview Sunday.

Kanaan then called the Delta 
disability desk to file a com-
plaint and ensure the proper 
equipment would be available 
for his return flight from Nan-
tucket to Maui on July 29, 2012, 
the suit said.

However, according to the 
suit, the proper equipment was 
again unavailable for Kanaan’s 
return flight, and he was again 
forced to crawl across the tar-
mac, up the stairs of the air-
plane and down the aisle to his 
seat.

Kanaan said he used his 
upper body strength to pull and 
drag himself across the tarmac 
and up and down the stairs to 
the plane.

He said Delta employees 
refused to physically assist him 
because they did not want to be 
held liable for any injury.

“It was a completely absurd 
situation,” said Kanaan, a poet 
and the founder of an educa-
tional nonprofit organization 
called the Lovevolution Foun-

dation.
Shortly after the incident, 

Kanaan spoke with a Delta 
disability desk representative 
as well as a Delta corporate 
spokeswoman, both of whom 
offered him SkyMiles as resti-
tution, according to the com-
plaint.

Delta can’t comment on pend-
ing litigations, Delta spokesman 
Eric Torbenson said during a 
phone call Sunday.

Delta had not filed a response 
in federal court by Sunday eve-
ning, according to the U.S. Dis-
trict Court online filing system.

In response to a YouTube 
video that shows Kanaan stand-
ing and walking onstage at a 
convention that took place in 
2006, six years after his acci-
dent, Kanaan said he underwent 
spinal treatments that allowed 
him to walk with a cane for a 
period of time. 

But he said he has been 
in a wheelchair for the past 
five years and currently uses 
an electric wheelchair to get 
around.

“I don’t have anything to 
hide,” Kanaan said of his deci-
sion not to remove any of his 
videos from YouTube. “I want to 
be treated humanely.”

Kanaan said he has since 
flown from Maui to Nantucket 
on Cape Air, whose personnel 
were eager and “totally” willing 
to assist him.

Kanaan is asking for a jury 
trial and judgment that Delta 
violated his rights under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
and the Air Carrier Access Act, 
according to the lawsuit.

He is seeking compensatory 
and punitive damages, accord-
ing to the suit.

“We are appalled by the treat-
ment of Mr. Kanaan by Delta 
Air Lines, and this is not the 
first instance of misconduct by 
Delta Air Lines towards dis-
abled people, and we hope in 
Mr. Kanaan’s case, he can be 
vindicated in court,” said Brian 
Brazier, one of Kanaan’s attor-
neys.

A scheduling conference is 
set for Oct. 21 in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Hawaii, according 
to court documents.
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