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HYANNIS – As she sat in a fold-
ing chair on the lawn of Veterans 
Memorial Park  on Saturday  morn-
ing, Judy Mc Abee  recalled stories 
her late husband, Army Lt. Col. 
Filmore McAbee , told her from his 
three years as a prisoner of war in 
North Korea.

He described captors who made 
him stand on a brick with his 
hands tied behind his back as they 
beat him until he fell down. After 
he fell, they’d continue to beat him 
until he was unconscious. When 
he woke up, they’d beat him more.

One of the kinder things the 
captors did, McAbee said, was 
to take prisoners that were par-
ticularly infested with lice and 
release them into a room, naked, 
so they could pick the lice off  one 
another.

“Some of the stories he told me 
– it’s something you couldn’t make 
up,” McAbee said.

McAbee attended the  Korean 
War anniversary ceremony, orga-
nized  by the Cape and Islands 
chapter of the Korean War Vet-
erans Association , on Saturday . 
On their own feet and in  chairs, 
attendees gathered on the green 
surrounding the Korean War Mon-

By PATRICK CASSIDY
pcassidy@capecodonline.com

HYANNIS – Workers concerned  they were 
exposed to asbestos while renovating a town 
building  have asked state Attorney General 
Martha Coakley  to investigate whether Barn-
stable offi cials allowed the work to continue 
despite knowing the carcinogenic material 
may have been present.

“Whether the actions of the town manage-
ment were intentional or not remains to be 
seen,” offi cials with the union representing the 
workers wrote in a letter sent to Coakley ear-
lier this month. “However, at the very least, it 
appears that the actions of the town may well 
have constituted gross negligence.”

SOUTH YARMOUTH – It was a 
little more than 10 years ago that 
two Southern California Little 
Leaguers turned a triple play on a 
dusty community park not unlike 
Red Wilson Field .

Those two Little Leaguers 
grew up, playing diligently 
through all facets of the 
game, like most young boys 
dedicated to a future in 
baseball. As years went on, 
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By CHRISTINE LEGERE
clegere@capecodonline.com

HYANNIS – A young Hyan-
nis couple with two children 
hit the fi nancial skids quickly 
when the father was temporar-
ily sidelined from his job by a 
blood clot in his leg.

While the couple’s landlord 
was willing to let rent payments 
slide while the man recovered, 
there was no such leeway given 
by the heating company when it 
came time to fi ll the fuel tank. 

By SEAN F. DRISCOLL
sdriscoll@capecodonline.com 

EAST FALMOUTH – 
Standing on a boardwalk 
fashioned of lobster trap 
wire, pressure-treated lumber 
and mill crates in the middle 
of the saltwater marshes 
off South Cape Beach, Jim 
Rassman  turns away from 
Waquoit Bay  and peers 
toward the tree line.

Just before the lush green 
of cedar trees takes over, a 

patch of dying forest buffers 
the marsh from the woods. 
He focuses on one tree in 
particular and points to it. 

“That tree, I know it was 
alive a few years ago,” he 
said, squinting in the sun. 
“The marsh is killing it.”

This is where climate 
change is happening, he said, 
in a matter of decades, not 
centuries. As sea levels rise, 
the saltwater marshes along 
Cape Cod and other coastal 

communities are being 
driven inland and drown-
ing the plant life at its edges. 
The dying trees, a stark gray 
against a sea of lush, green 
woodland, are one result.

At the Waquoit  Bay 
National Estuarine Research 
Reserve , at which Rassman is 
the stewardship coordinator , 
the marsh has room to roam. 
But if the trees were a road, 
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Korean War veteran Stan Jones signals the color guard to start the event at the Veterans Memorial Park 
in Hyannis to observe the 60th anniversary of the armistice ending the “Forgotten War.”  
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