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WASHINGTON — Millions of 
immigrants benefiting from Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s executive 
actions could get a windfall from 
the IRS, a reversal of fortune after 
years of paying taxes to help fund 
government programs they were 

banned from receiving.
Armed with new Social Secu-

rity numbers, many of these immi-
grants who were living in the U.S. 
illegally will now be able to claim 
up to four years’ worth of tax cred-
its designed to benefit the working 
poor. For big families, that’s a max-
imum of nearly $24,000, as long as 
they can document their earnings 
during those years.

Some Republicans are label-
ing the payments “amnesty 
bonuses,” one more reason they 
oppose Obama’s program shield-
ing millions of immigrants from 

deportation.
“I represent hard working, 

law-biding Texans,” said Rep. Sam 
Johnson, a senior Republican on 
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee. “I think these amnesty 
rewards, and that’s what they are, 
need to be stopped.”

Advocates argue that many of 
these immigrants pay taxes, so 
they should be able to claim the 
same tax credits as anybody else. 
Over the past decade, immigrants 
in the U.S. illegally have paid an 
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D
iante Blass, who knows what 
it’s like to work at age 9 to 
help his family pay the bills, 
wants people to hear his story 
so they know not to give up.

Kyerra Pinkerton, who at 13 was 
told she’d grow up to be nothing by a 
stranger she passed on the street, chal-
lenges the prejudices of classmates one 
conversation at a time.

Jonathan Queen, who has rarely felt judged by 
the color of his skin, wants to start a chain of rec-
reation centers to keep kids off the street.

These young people speak to an experience 
that many of us cannot know: What it’s like to be 
a young person of color in a school, community, 
country where that’s not the norm.

It’s an experience that has moved into the 
spotlight lately, following the highly-publicized 
deaths of black men across the country that have 
led to ongoing riots and protests.

A group of high-school students – Kyerra, 

Diante, Jonathan and others — have 
been talking about what’s wrong right 
here in Winona. And how to make it 
right. Talk to students in FORTITUDE, 
Winona Senior High School’s social-
justice group led by teacher Lora Hill, 
and hear stories of successes and strug-
gles, doubts and dreams.

Mostly of hope – that things can and 
will be better.

These students don’t speak to the experience 
of all people of color in Winona, or even in their 
school. But they do offer a chance to hear stories 
that aren’t often told, in the words of the teenag-
ers who live them.

We don’t know what it will take to stop the rac-
ism that runs so deep in this country a 13-year-old 
walking down the street in Winona can’t avoid it. 
Neither do they.

One thing’s clear though — they’re ready  
to talk, to share their stories. We invite you to  
listen.

More online
View a special 

presentation of 
this project online 

at winonadaily 
news.com.

The play
These students of FORTITUDE will perform their annual play, “We Are the Other America,” Monday in the 

WSHS auditorium, which addresses many of the issues they share here in their stories. The play begins at 
7 p.m. and is open to the public, with free-will donations accepted to support the group.

To read the students’ stories, turn to A4 and A5.
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KEySTONE: State delegation split on override vote, A3

GOP to Obama: No ‘amnesty bonuses’
Illegal immigrants 
could get windfall 
from tax credits
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A supporter holds a tablet in front of the White House on Nov. 20 during a 
demonstration before President Obama’s immigration address.See TAXES, A7


